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Ruark, Robert Something Value 
Doubleday. Apr. 20, 1955. 566p. $5.00. 


Robert Ruark’s foreword unusually frank self- 
appraisal. calls his book work fiction, not 
document, but insists also that the skeletal structure 
rests stony facts. other words, characters and 
story are invented, but the setting which they are 
placed reported from experience. 


for setting, moreover, that the book exists. This 
the British East African colony Kenya, which Ruark 
has been visiting from his home Spain during the last 
four years. The life Kenya studied extended 
detail under three aspects: first the early conditions 
planation life under British exploitation; next the view 
Africa provided safari and the towns during 
the same period; finally the terroristic Mau Mau sav- 
agery and its white reprisals. 

One who has not seen Africa for himself can only 
depend Ruark’s reputation for journalistic responsi- 
bility. The picture draws bloody, brutal, and 
nauseating that the reader needs strong stomach 
well total confidence the reporter swallow it. 
The presentation does not show studied effort 
shocking; yet the simple, unaffected, coldly reportorial 
amassing stupendous amount utterly revolting 
barbarity—which Ruark says actually euphemistic 
version the truth—is more impressive than design 
could be. 


The hero Peter McKenzie, left motherless farm 
and reared the senior wife Kikuyu headman. 
Peter and the man’s first-born son, Kimani, thereby 
become virtual brothers. The book then traces their 
careers from companionable boyhood through diverg- 
ing maturities until the climax brings Kimani violent 
death Peter’s hands. 

The first book, occurring almost entirely the back 
country, traces the typical life white settlers and 
their native servants. later feud between Peter 
and Kimani has its origin safari the two boys 
with Jeff Newton, who later marries Peter’s sister 
Elisabeth. Jeff cuffs Kimani for insubordination 
demonstration the necessary handling natives, and 
Kimani’s resentment thereafter gradually kindles into 
life hatred, depredation, and bloodshed against 
the whites. 


Book Two opens ten years later; Peter twenty-five 
and established the best professional hunter 


Kenya. This phase provides much data about the 
techniques safari, the life the towns, and especially 
the heavy-drinking and free-loving participation that 
life guides and their clients. Peter thus 
hedonistically occupied, Kimani has joined native 
guerillas organized Russian agents into cells sworn 
extirpate the white man. 


The third book concentrates the horrifying warfare 
that develops the Mau Mau organization grows 
numbers and boldness. Kimani leads force that 
butchers Jeff and his two children, leaving Elisabeth 
alive but horribly maimed. Peter, who has just mar- 
ried his friend Holly, goes from his honey- 
moon into the bush country fight the Mau Maus. 
His life quickly deteriorates into butchery brief 
sojourns home for drunken respite. cannot 
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Ruark King Gironella 


feel the personal investment that Peter does coun- 
try which she has learned hate, sickens the whole 
business, and finally escapes divorce. Peter, with 
his faithful friend Lathela, persists his mission. 
Eventually tracks down Kimani, now leader the 
native forces, and strangles him death hand-to- 
hand combat. 


Subordinate episodes, course, are interspersed; but 
the whole narration subservient, and summary can- 
not represent the brutal effect the book. not 
pleasant reading, and yet has certain compelling 
force. novel has serious limitations: shallow 
characterization, over-extension thin plot, long- 
delayed pursuit, frequent lapses suspense. The 
effects achieves, moreover, are not adroitly and 
cleanly made but come rather from massive, over- 
whelming build-up detail. The whole it, though 
—feasting, heavy drinking, butchery the hunt, mid- 
wifery, sodomy, circumcision rites, witchcraft, torture, 
religious cults, and what not—somehow succeeds 
rounding out apparently authentic picture mod- 
ern Africa and its racial problems. 


Ruark does not descend obscene and vulgar lan- 
guage; and even though avoids didactic manner, 
makes obvious his judgment that blame attaches 
both sides the brutality. Against the white man 
levels the charge having stripped from Africa its 
natives mores without having “something value 
replace them.” One does wonder, though, his points 
would not just forceful they were more eco- 
nomically and digestibly made. Even recognizes 
that they demand adult stomach: “This not 
pretty book, nor was written for the pre-bedtime 
amusement small children.” 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


King, the Black-Haired People 
Rinehart. Apr. 11, 1955. 435p. $5.00. 


soon saw this handsome book, recalled Rick- 
shaw Boy, and with good reason. That book, written 
Lau Shaw and translated Evan King, was pub- 
lished 1945. Evan King the author this book, 
task for which was well prepared nineteen 
years residence China. you read this novel, 
you will reminded the style Lau Shaw. have 
always thought Rickshaw Boy one the ten best 
novels that have read; you also liked that story, 
you will find this one equally good. 


The Chinese people the period 1927-1928 will 
longer strangers you after you have read this sub- 
stantial book, with its 435 big 
Chinese lived level almost unbelievably low, 
barely existing from day day, far their food 
supply was concerned. person any given day 
would have certainty whatever that might eat 
that day the next. Many parents sold their daugh- 
ters into prostitution order get enough rice keep 
from starving death. man accidentally ran into 
debt the extent twenty-five fifty dollars, 
might very possibly spend the rest his life con- 
dition slavery, utterly unable live free man. 


Best SELLERS 


The main theme this story concerned with the 
life Chang Iron Lock and his wife, Second Lass, 
Members the peasant class, they had rights that 
the upper classes had respect. You come realize 
that the old China was not fit survive; you are will- 
ing admit that was high time for change the 
China the 1920’s. perhaps easier understand, 
after reading this novel, why the Chinese are willing 
experiment with Communism with anything else. 
Reduced living animals the forces the old 
social order, the Chinese were definitely ripe for 
revolution that had actually started before 1927 and 
which, know, still operation. Few books 
will evoke sympathy for its main characters will this 
little interest juveniles, and not intended for 
them. the average adult, will make lasting 
impression which will matched few other novels. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Gironella, Jose Maria 
The Cypresses Believe God 
Knopf. Apr. 11, 1955. Vols. 997p. $10.00. 


almost beyond the capacity any human being 
the Western World write study the Spanish 
Civil War that would purely objective study 
that And, indeed, most difficult 
imagine purely objective book any kind that 
war. But such book has been written, book 
which almost clinical its objectivity, that book 
The Cypresses Believe God. 


Gironella one the brightest lights the galaxy 
young Spanish writers. both Catholic and 
Falangist, and handling, these novels, con- 
flict that cuts deeply across his most profound com- 
mitments, both spiritual and political. But this young 
man has learned early the lesson brilliant objectivity 
coupled with intense personal sympathy that great 
novelists have striven all their lives master. 


Basically the story traces the history one family, the 
Alvears: Matias, Carmen Elgazu, and the children, 
Ignacio, Cesar, and Pilar. Around their lives the 
village Gerona gradually develops all the turmoil 
that ended the open warfare which split Spain into 
the violent factions the war. Ignacio, the older son, 
studies for the priesthood early his career, but soon 
finds that this not his vocation. moves out into 
work bank, continues his studies, and eventually 
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finishes his work for law degree. The awareness 
the boy grows with his years, and finds himself be- 
ing pushed many directions the winds disturb- 
ing clashes. the end the novel, has found the 
answer most, not all, his questions the Falangist 
movement. has seen blood, and has listened 
philosophy. does not like the blood, and does 
not entirely understand the philosophy—indeed, 
moves through cne period where endeavors lose 
his touch with the shifting tides opinion, but there 
always some force pushing him into commitment. 
His own relations are divided among the various parties, 
and obvious that there safe middle ground. 


Cesar replaces Ignacio his study for the priesthood, 
and Pilar becomes important factor the lives 
all the story, but this the history Ignacio, and 
through his eyes see Spain. 


What strikes the reader, least this reader, most 
clearly throughout the novel the awareness the 
author the enormous philosophical political 
vacuum crying filled just before the outbreak 
the war. The Spain the past, the great Spain which 
almost ruled the world, had become Spain torn with 
discontent, ignorance, and passion for some change, 
any change, long was change. The power 
against the government was the power Com- 
munism, but rather the power Anarchism. the 
Communists eventually became the power reckon 
with, they did only when Anarchism could longer 
lead the revolt around another circle. Not since the 
early days the French Revolution did nation 
hunger for positive leadership. The war was inevitable. 


This not the last shall hear Gironella. The 
Cypresses Believe God only the first novel 
trilogy. the next two are good, they should the 
definitive work the revolution. The translation 
occasionally sounds more like transliteration, but 
better than adequate. For long session thought- 
ful reading, this book could hardly surpassed. 


Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Tolkien 


Tolkien, The Two Towers 
Houghton, Mifflin. Apr. 21, 1955. 352p. $5.00. 


altogether possible that, when the third and—so 
are informed—final volume The Lord the 
Rings published, Mr. Tolkien will found 
have written one the great literary creations 
this century. any event, his work almost unique. 
must limit “unique” the niggardly be- 
cause enthusiasm for The Two Towers, sequel 
The Fellowship the Ring, prompted colleague, who 
highly literate and omnivorous reader, recall 
thousand-page novel lustrum ago, Islandia, 
Austin Tappan Wright which would seem rival 
for Mr. Tolkien’s work for first honors sheer in- 
vention. 


The Fellowship the Ring, Mr. Tolkien introduced 
the Third Age Middle Earth, the year 1418 
according the reckoning The Shire, and the 
wondrous continent which the power the Black 
Lord Mordor was growing threat the peoples 
still remaining free. The free peoples were repre- 
sented Aragorn, hidden heir the ancient Kings 
the West, and Boromir, son the Lord Gondor, 
both whom were men; Legolas, son the Elven- 
king Mirkwood, representing the Elves; Gimli, son 
Gloin, representing the Dwarfs; Frodo his 
servant Samwise, and two kinsmen, Meriadoc and 
Peregrin, representing the Hobbits; and Gandalf the 
Grey, one the council Wizards. Gandalf dis- 
covers that the ring Frodo owns the One Ring, ruler 
all the Rings Power. prevent the Black Power 
Mordor from gaining possession this ring and 
through all power, decided destroy the ring 
and Frodo and his companions (above named) under- 
take carry the ring the Mountain Fire the 
land the enemy, Mordor, the only place where can 
unmade. They are pursued the terror the 
Black Riders Mordor and set upon the orc-soldiers 
Mordor and some the traitorous Men commanded 
Saruman, the wizard turned traitor. Boromir 
killed; Frodo and Samwise disappear; Meriadoc and 
Peregrin are taken captive the orcs before Aragorn, 
Gimli and Legolas can save them. 


The Two Towers begins this point the adventure- 
some tale; Aragorn and his Elf and Dwarf companions 
decide pursue the orcs liberate their friends, the 
Hobbits. The three companions meet troop horse- 
men commanded Eomer, nephew Theoden, king 
the Eorls. Eomer gives the companions two horses 
help them their journey. These are the horse- 
men who destroy the hurrying Meriadoc 
and Peregrin Saruman’s citadel Isengard. The 
two hobbits escape and are befriended Fangorn, 
leader the Ents, shepherds the trees, and the 
oldest living things earth. Gandalf reappears and 
joins Aragorn returning Eordas where Theoden 
encouraged throw his full might against the Orc- 
armies Saruman thrilling battle Helm’s Deep. 
The Ents, too, come assist and the orcs and Isengard 
are destroyed, Saruman left prisoner his magic 
tower, after one the Seven Stones the ancient 
Kings the West comes into Gandalf’s power. The 
little band now hastens give aid the lost Frodo 
and Samwise before the swift black horsemen Sauron 
Mordor can destroy them. 
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Meanwhile Frodo and Samwise have been pursued 
loathsome creature they call The Gollum, but 
leads them across the marshes the Dead and the 
frontiers Mordor. They succeed penetrating the 
tunnel entrance Mordor only face the terror 
Shelob, guardian creature the tunnel. And are 
left, the end The Two Towers wondering what 
next will happen, now that Frodo captive the orc 
garrison Mordor and Samwise helpless reach 
him. 


such summary that have attempted here can 
suggest the swift and completely credible movement 
this story. The book has tremendous fascination that 
will grip any reader, young, middle-aged, old. 
magical book, indeed; magnificently inventive crea- 
tion that has the authentic ring saga, epic poetry. 
There much real poetry the book, and some verse 
that strong and fire-bright some the parts 
Beowulf; for example, Aragorn’s song 112: 


Where now the horse and the Where 
the horn that was blowing? 

Where the helm and the hauberk, and the bright 
hair flowing? 

Where the hand the harpstring, and the red 
fire glowing? 

Where the spring and the harvest and the tall 
corn growing? 

They have passed like the rain the mountain, 
like wind the meadow; 

The days have gone down the West behind the 
hills into shadow. 

Who shall gather the smoke the dead wood 
burning, 

behold the flowing years from the Sea re- 
turning? 


Some may find the story symbolic and full hidden 
meaning and searching trace the last shapes and 
threads allegory. Perhaps the dark East symbol 
the dark powers that threaten today the few free 
peoples remaining. Barad-dur, the Dark Tower, may 
Kremlin; Sauron the Soviet, enslaving all, destroy- 
ing all. Perhaps their creator means the comfort-loving 
but obstinately courageous Halflings, the Hobbits, 
allegory British Shire-dwellers? And are the 
Ents the primitive peoples waking last defend 
their age-old freedom? Then what the Ring: atomic 
power? Are the Seven Stones the new means mass- 
communication? Let those who would, worry and 
wonder such symbolic overtones. This seems 
primarily story that enthralling the telling, 
richly stimulating pleasure read, and full good 
things good fruit cake. have the feeling that 
shall want back again and again the Third Age 
Middle Earth, keep alive the acquaintance 
strong Aragorn, and Elf-clever Legolas, patient brave 
Frodo and his loyal Sam, the merry Hobbits, Meria- 
doc and Peregrin; and wise old Gandalf. Mr. Tol- 
kien’s great gift that has made his imagined land 
real any land just over the horizon hills. 
This one book you can all get five-dollars worth 


joy from. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Catton Bonnet 


Best SELLERS 


Catton, Bruce Banners Shenandoah 
Doubleday. Feb. 1955. 254p. $2.50. 


This story boy who ran away from home join 

the Union Army and found himself carring the flag 

behind General Sheridan tells how conquered 

his own fright and learned follow daring leader 

through all the difficulties war. rattlingly 

juvenile with fairly good picture the Civil 
ar. 


Bonnet, Theodore 
Doubleday. Apr. 1955. 416p. $3.95. 


From far back the time William Godwin, 
Shelley’s father-in-law, novels purpose have been 
fashioned serve many causes, some moral, some 
social, some Such work can fully enter- 
taining, and the particular axe which the author 
chooses grind need not lessen the reader’s pleasure. 
Yet distinct joy find story that told solely 
for its own sake, and such the latest work from the 
pen Theodore Bonnet. His Dutch, modern tale, 
fine balance realism and romance, and contains 
highly imaginative plot. 


Dutch 


The setting the San Francisco area, town 
called Llagas. There Dan McClatchy, bartender, boot- 
legger, and for short time operator chicken farm, 
manages tavern known “The Traveller’s Rest.” 
There was little recommend the establishment 
anyone, except the geniality the proprietor and the 
decency his wife, Bessie. Dan would have preferred 
something San Francisco, but his chicken raising 
venture had been failure and “The Traveller’s Rest” 
was all could afford. proved better than 
imagined when painting that hung over the bar was 


Publicity was showered the tavern and its owner, 
and Dan went deeply into debt effect renovation 
that would, hoped, justified the great numbers 
who would attracted the now famous home 
“Dutch.” renamed his tavern “The Lost Dutch- 
man,” and for while reaped golden harvest, 
least enough harvest enable him cut down 
his indebtedness. But his fame had attracted the atten- 
tion some who were hostile him, including the 
publisher the local newspaper. When the pub- 
lisher’s son was struck down and killed bus, after 
having been drinking “The Lost 
ceedings were instituted revoke Dan’s license. 
bizarre trial, reminiscent some passages the life 
the late William Fallon, Dan’s case was defended 
Walsh Reardon, derelict lawyer. Reardon throws 
the session and the town into uproar bringing 
out sensational revelations, but breaks down when 
the stand himself, and the result that Dan’s license 
revoked. the story closes, has been hired 
exhibit his painting bar great new hotel 
San Francisco. 


Keeping pace with the story are many references 
events which place the incidents frame real 
history. Mr. Bonnet’s newspaper background has stood 
him good stead, and has deftly woven into his 
tale many the headlines the years. has created 
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some interesting characters, but the trial scene has 
let sensation run away with the story. all, this 
well-knit narrative, and the reader will not in- 
clined drop the book until has reached the end. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 
Providence, Rhode Island 


Lancaster, Bruce 
From Lexington Liberty: The Story 
the American Revolution 

Doubleday. Mar. 24, 1955. 470p. $6.00. 


Narrative history takes many and varied forms. There 
is, first, the historical novel which great events and 
great personalities serve little more than stage set- 
tings and props surrounding fictional characters. 
the other extreme one finds “real” history, replete with 
footnotes and the other trappings scholarship but 
stressing dramatic events and interpretations and writ- 
ten style designed stir the emotional well 
the intellectual interest the reader. This book ap- 
proaches the latter category, differing from principally 
the utter absence footnote references source 
notes. Even the eyes the non-historian, this must 
regarded distinct failing. the very least the 
author should have provided bibliographical essay 
giving critical exposition and evaluation the sources 
employed. This would have afforded the reader 
some basis which judge the reliability the work 
without interrupting the literary flow Lancaster’s 
narrative. 

Stylistically, this triumph. many respects the 
Sandburg biography Lincoln brought mind—in 
the poetic description autumn days along the Hud- 
son, the perceptive treatment minor happenings 
importance ordinary people without diminishing 
the ever-present awareness pregnant destiny, the 
many human touches which add life 
compensating faults) the idealized caricatures 
Washington and other Revolutionary figures that all 
too often stress the “hero” and lose the man. Narra- 
tive unity provided some extent the author’s 
frequent use prophetic asides: the reader repeated- 
advised that this man, seemingly unimportant now, 
will play major part some future crucial battle 
that some present event merely passing note will 
actually determine the course entire campaign. 
For the most part these literary devices are very effec- 
tive and accomplish their purpose, but point 
after which they become forced 
artificial. This particularly true the many in- 
stances which the prophecies stretch over the full 
scope subsequent American history promises that 
this quiet farmland would again know the marching 
mighty armies the Civil War, that this leader’s 
grandson would lead other men through decisive bat- 
tles, that this French officer would give his name 
some Pacific isle bloody memory GI’s World 
War etc. The fact that this the third published 
volume the new “Mainstream America Series” 
may account for these long-range references; but they 
are usually too contrived deserve either literary 
historical merit. 


Lancaster Fulop-Miller 


bit difficult evaluate this book terms the 
audience best suited it. The absence adequate 
documentation would make little value the 
historical scholar; the other hand, some advanced 
knowledge Revolutionary history clearly essential 
the full appreciation the narrative treatment. 
passing and undeveloped reference “the Conway 
cabal” one evidence that certain level historical 
competence the reader taken for granted Lan- 
caster.) would undoubtedly value the 
teaching history the secondary schools—assuming 
the sophisticated style presentation did not offer too 
great problem. The audience which will most de- 
finitely take this book heart composed those 
men and women, among whom this reviewer bold 
enough include himself, who are addicted the 
reading history for pleasure. these, From Lexing- 
ton Liberty offers several hours sustained enjoy- 


ment. 
Gordon Zahn, 
Department Sociology, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago 11, Illinois 
Fulop-Miller, Rene The Night Time 
Bobbs-Merrill. Apr. 15, 1955. 338p. $3.75. 


moving experience read good novel which 
almost great novel. The Night Time such 
book. novel about war, and, the publisher sug- 
gests, may the novel about war, but not 
think so. 


company men, which Adam Ember mem- 
ber, sent hold hill. struggle through in- 
credible hardships reach the hill, and once there 
they are besieged the enemy. They are driven into 
the depths despair, hungry, thirsty, tired, dying, and 
even dead. And the living seem more real than 
the dead, nor their needs seem more desprate. For 
out the bleak horrors war emerges the Captain 
the Dead who has finally understood war not terms 
the living, but only terms the dead whom 
uries. 


Unquestionably Rene Fulop-Miller intended write 
something more than about war. The names 
the men are selected that each one stands for 
much more than himself, and gradually the carnage 
battle changes the eternal conflicts man. And 
probing deep into these conflicts, the author has 
raised many disturbing questions. does not attempt 
give all the answers, but fine novel should. After 
you close the book you find yourself remembering the 
book some sort diary despair with hope fighting 
desperately break through. 


Though there are sections the book which deal with 
the realities war war—the problem pronounc- 
ing the name Prbrthecktskrvnatzki, only find him 
dead when the name mastered; what happens when 
the communications chief killed and soldier com- 
pletely unfamiliar with communications forced 
take over, getting know world telephone voices 
which eventually becomes world men flesh and 
blood—the great problem the book the position 
the Captain the Dead. grim skeleton 
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Masters Krepps Welty 


man walking through the book looking for the dead, 
with his own ritual burial and his own philosophy 
the dead. When one man dies and buried with 
great formality, this shakes the very foundation all 
his beliefs, and never quite recovers. Adam, the 
principal character the book, pales into insignificance 
beside the grim Captain. 


This disturbing book, and very fine book. 
not think truly great book. But know that 
happy was translated from the German and that 
read it. Mr. Fulop-Miller has worked history and 
biography before; his venture into the novel mem- 
orable one. will not forget one picture: saw the 
captain the dead pass by. His draggling coat was 
stiff with frost; stiff-legged, strode by, passing 
review the army the thirsty.” book for the 
cowardly, and who runs may not read. But you 
have time and intellect, this will rewarding ad- 
venture reading. 


Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Masters, Dexter The Accident 


Knopf. Apr. 18, 1955. 406p. $4.00. 

1946 there occurred Los Alamos serious radia- 
tion exposure accident which one scientist was mor- 
tally injured and several others severely incapacitated. 
The Accident novel based this incident which 
the scientist lives for about week during which time, 
fully knowing that death imminent, co-operates 
with medical authorities human guinea pig. 


The novel makes use flashbacks tell the story and 
introduces girl friend for romantic interest. The 
author, Mr. Masters, expert interweaving 
science and story telling and this book not excep- 
tion his previous excellent works. 


The book well written, and though not completely 
historically accurate details, interesting and ab- 
sorbing and especial interest those who 
worked projects for the AEC. 


Dr. Stephen Malaker, 

Research and Development Department, 
Daystrom Instrument, 

Archbald, Pennsylvania 


Krepps, Robert Tell the Drums 
Macmillan. Apr. 19, 1955. 256p. $3.00. 

The narrative device this South African adventure 
novel old narration adventure itself. Five 
men, possession stolen fortune diamonds, are 
objects pursuit, during which their true characters 
are revealed and the end which each has met 
ironic, otherwise appropriate, ending, with the jewels 
doing one any good whatsoever. 


Barney, expatriate younger son old Virginia 
family, trying make his way his own clerk 
one Cecil Rhode’s offices (c. 1883). Given 
loose talk, reveals the secret diamond shipment 
Coemaed, young Boer, who enlists the aid 
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Adam, Civil War Confederate veteran; Denis, 
London thief; and Edgar, veterinarian (useful for his 
horses), rob the courier. The courier, despite Bar- 
ney’s conscience-moved efforts, murdered and all 
flee across country. 


Without infringing upon the rights the author 
unwind his own story, may said that ultimately 
crime does not pay and that the innocent works out 
his own “rehabilitation.” 


Despite the hackneyed story line there enough here 
make Tell the Drums better than average 
adventure. The episodes are for the most part credible 
while the characters, except for Barney himself (who 
almost impossible task for his creator), are skill- 
fully revealed. 


sometimes unfelicitous usage will not destroy the 
appeal this novel adults generally. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Welty, Eudora The Bride the Innisfallen 
Harcourt, Brace. Apr. 1955. 207p. $3.50. 


not particularly pleasant for reviewer have 
report adversely new work deservedly ad- 
mired writer but opinions that defect from deflect 
honesty are little worth. So, the truth must 
faced: Miss Welty’s most recently published collection 
short stories disappointing. Because, possibly, the 
art spinning gossamer trick one, like the weaving 
spells and incantations. Sometimes, for all the effort 
magic, little but shiny smoke results, with elusive 
odor incense somewhat mingled with stale scent 
dried essences. 


Perhaps Miss Welty making too much try 
indirect; understatement can carried refined 
extreme that the end result hardly discernible 
from pointless chatter, however decorative and subtly 
colored may be; and short stories length which 
lack beginning and end, except the cryptic intent 
the teller, sound awkwardly like long-winded and even- 
tually boring tales. The Bride the Innis- 
fallen, the one the seven which gives this collection 
its corporate name, case point. Why did the 
American girl feel she had leave her husband 
London and traipsing off train and ferry Cork? 
What the matter with her, the name conun- 
drum? And, since everything the trip depends 
her and her never-revealed problem, nothing seems 
matter one way any other, not even the skillfully 
poetic descriptions the streets the city sunny 
evening nor the rude questionings the Welshman 
facing handful assorted types railway carriage 
compartment. And Ladies Spring another aqua- 
relle, almost drowned spring rain and silver mists, 
hinting only emotions and personal conflicts, mem- 
orable only for the “character” the postmistress rain- 
maker backwoods Southern village. 


But Going Naples almost redeems the set, though 
Gabriella from Buffalo route Rome low-cost 
Holy-Year tour ship made sound too much like 
erratic steam whistle: she screams incessantly until 
young Aldo gives some attention her. 
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evocative re-interpretation Ulysses’ adventure with 
Circe reminiscent Rimbaud and, perhaps, Matisse. 


Nonetheless, disappointing the verdict for this 
septet “stories,” because expected more 
Miss Welty, remembering the exceptional The Ponder 
Heart. Compared many other American writers, 
these stories would still rated superior almost 


every score except “story.” 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Fadiman, Clifton Party One 
World Publishing. Apr. 25, 1955. 473p. $5.00. 
Inevitably, the publication, various periodicals, 
many essays and reviews must some day result the 
publication bound volume. The sequence per- 
haps not ineluctable the flow natural effect 
from natural cause, but almost certain. About 
this volume Clifton Fadiman’s, however, there are 
two features which set apart from the automatically- 
produced anthology have become accustomed to: 
represents careful selection drawn from the abun- 
dance twenty-five years writing; and offers 
the reader the polished expression sound judgment. 
Collecting journalist’s essays usually puts harsh 
emphasis their ephemeral value; these essays have 
been wisely chosen—and, perhaps, wisely refur- 
bished—that the ephemeral lost the enduring. 
With modesty and frankness, Mr. Fadiman sets forth 
his preface the purpose his essays, and the 
same purpose which has guided most his activity 
during the last quarter century: act middle- 
man thought and opinion. does not feel that 
belongs the narrow circle the intellectual elite 
but sure that can discuss literature and ideas 
level that below that the scholar but above 
that the ordinary literate person who all too mute 
and unreflective. our intellectual middle class dis- 
appears shall left with only the experts and the 
literate but uneducated masses; and because our com- 
munication today deals almost exclusively fact and 
our entertainment easily and passively secured, the 
intellectual middle class does seem the de- 
cline. Let Mr. Fadiman praised for his skillful 
efforts halt that decline. 

Much this book deals, one way another, with 
reading. The author has read much, has liked all 
the right things, and adept advancing reason 
for his enthusiasms. Any college boy who finds 
classic forbidding simply because it.is classic should 
read some these essays; their warmth should ignite 
some little spark him. Though Mr. Fadiman’s taste 
not catholic—he does not like William Faulkner’s 
work, for instance—yet covers wide range. His 
emphasis the more recent English writers, the 
Victorians and moderns, but his allusions and casual 
references far. urbane, kind even his dis- 
likes, though does show considerable impatience for 
Gertrude Stein. His essays Ogden Nash and Ed- 
ward Lear are interesting themselves and has the 
good grace introduce many charming quotations from 
these humorists. 

Mr. Fadiman least effective when most auto- 
biographical; his preface too long and his essay 


Fadiman Hill 


the occupation master ceremonies poor 
comparison with his critical pieces. may con- 
cession the curiosity the fact-lovers. 


The essay Faulkner tiresome—and Mr. Fadiman 
willing admit that may please but few his 
readers; deprecates his failure appreciate Faulkner 
but goes and proclaiming it. The other defects 
the volume are some instances obtrusive, but they 
are remarkably few for book big this one. 
revising the essays, the author should have removed 
one two the references Thoreau and quiet 
desperation. makes some persistent but amateurish 
and attempts psychoanalyze long-dead 
authors; fortunately, does not thereby destroy the 
charm the essays which embody these attempts. His 
style graceful but sometimes too conventional and 
then the foreseen conclusion statement seems long 
coming. chance remark expresses irre- 
sponsible attitude toward recommending reading for 
the young; implicitly qualifies this statement which 
does not seem represent any serious thought his 
part. The only really painful solecism the collection 
the casual enunciation flip assumption that Chris- 
tianity the embodiment myth. other words, 
the book has its faults—but what book has not? This 
one eminently worth while for those who can enjoy 
the cultured expression intelligent opinion. 


William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Hill, Pamela The Crown and the Shadow 
Putnam. Apr. 25, 1955. 314p. $3.50. 


This story the rise Madame Maintenon, née 
Francoise d’Aubigne, from downfallen Huguenot gen- 
tility marriage with Louis XIV France, not 
interesting the subject should lead one expect. 
The chief reason for the other-than-enthralling progress 
the book the dullness the heroine. The story 
creates the impression that Francoise’s career consisted 
remarkable chain circumstances, all which 
happened her, and toward none which did she 
show final inclination other than submit. 
that case, would appear that Madame Main- 
tenon, she was the unwitting creation those who 
affected her life, rather than person who attained 
her position positive merit. 


difficult explain how this impression arises. 
possible that Madame Maintenon was more 
than minion fate without remarkable genius, but 
the more likely truth that the author was not equal 
the task delineating her vital person. tell 
Francoise’s story she relies merely presenting the 
facts her life, filling the interstices with uninspired 
narrative description. This method has not style 
enough let the reader feel direct knowledge the 
Maintenon. Thus, because nothing but her circum- 
stances become real him, the reader gains the im- 
pression that only these explain her rise. result, 
one finishes the book with the disagreeable feeling that 
one’s curiosity has been piqued, but not satisfied. 
are assured that Madame Maintenon must have 
been remarkable personality, but must await another 
author learn why. 


Compton-Burnett Stouffer Constant 


The book has tendency lose interest generally, be- 
ing particularly boring during the account Fran- 
coise’s widowhood; but the French court, love potions, 
and various famous mistresses Louis’, brighten the 
latter part the book, tending one toward the con- 
clusion that the whole the volume interesting 
enough and slight enough mental strain balance 
its demerits and recommend itself adequate 
beguiler time. 


While the story not intended offensive, and 
the heroine paragon virtue, the racy, sometimes 
sacrilegious goings the French court, necessarily 
recorded present full picture the times and 
trials Madame Maintenon, definitely class this 
biography suitable for adults. 


Eileen Anne Downey, 
510 Mt. Pleasant Avenue, 
Philadelphia 19, Pennsylvania 


Compton-Burnett, Ivy Mother and Son 
Messner. Mar. 21, 1955. 256p. $3.50. 


This strange novel like nothing much game 
ping-pong—the indoor atmosphere, the lack all but 
few dexterous movements, the incessant conversation, 
reminding one the deadly monotonous tap tap tap 
the light balls the tiny racquets. There are great 
issues this book—the death beloved wife and 
mother, the coming light two marital infidelities, 
the discovery tortured man that his adored father 
truth father his. But all these things are 
revealed through conversation, never action; and 
that conversation written English that purely 
stylistic, that impossible, except negatively, 
place the book any period. 


obviously not the so-called plot that interests Miss 
Compton-Burnett. must then her characters. 
And every one the eleven characters, with the 
exception the son, Rosebery, brain dominates high, 
high above the heart. cannot denied that these 
people reveal themselves conversation; even the 
young children, odd trio any found 
fiction, show all the malice, the uncanny ability 
jump conclusions, the sense insecurity which are 
the characteristics certain sort childhood. But 
every one perpetually guard, one ever speaks 
out turn; and the conversations become little essays 
such things truth, immortality, married love, 
fatherhood, death. Many undeniably shrewd things 
are said, and the book has disturbing quality, for 
the revelation the thought-processes group 
selfish people, or, must call them today, group 
individualists. Brilliant the book is, there 
inhumanity about it. Too much reason, when not 
“right reason,” can deadly. You long for explo- 
sion, even explosion anger, get away from the 
monotonous tap tap tap the ball conversation and 
the dexterous manoeuvering for position. But nothing 
comes, and last the book stops, though reel 
film had suddenly broken. 


Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College 
the Sacred Heart, 

Purchase, New York 
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Stouffer, Samuel 
Communism, Conformity, and Civil Liberties 
Doubleday. Apr. 21, 1955. 278p. $4.00. 


Professor Stouffer reports the result extensive 
survey American public opinion matters related 
civil liberties. The study was made two nation- 
ally known opinion-research agencies, under grant 
the Ford Foundation. 


The questionnaires and interviews cover wide variety 
subjects, but they are grouped the general category 
attitudes toward non-conformism. The greatest em- 
phasis upon Communism, but socialism, atheism, 
and related subjects are also included controls. 


The results are broken down into various groupings, 
with results given relation position the com- 
munity, education, religion, sex, and geographical back- 


Conclusions reached the study are both interesting 
and illuminating. Americans generally are not too 
concerned about Communism. They are not well in- 
formed the subject. Those who are most highly 
educated and best informed tend the most 
tolerant. But Americans generally are quite intolerant 
toward Communism, even though they not fear 
greatly. 


incidental item information contained the 
survey indicates that approximately eighty per cent 
Catholics had attended Church the month preced- 
ing the interview. The percentage still higher among 
the group which might classed more intelligent. 


There much useful information this 
should especially valuable for politicians, political 
scientists, editors, and persons concerned with the 
problem Communism. quite helpful debunk- 
ing the charge that are hysterical about Commu- 
nism. The degree intolerance shown seems 
higher than the normal American ratio: possibly much 
less than has prevailed other periods our history. 


None the findings appears contradict the con- 
clusions informed persons who have 
contacts. all, this extremely useful study. 
not light reading, but those who examine care- 
fully should find the effort quite rewarding. 


John Cronin, 
Washington, 


Constant, Alberta Wilson 
Crowell. Feb. 11, 1955. 374p. $3.95. 


thousand eyes watched the soldier’s hand held 
out gun, pressed down the trigger and fired the shot 
that signalled the opening the Oklahoma Run 
1891. From north, south, and east had come all these 
massed people who, the sound, crossed the boundary 
line and dashed on, eager follow their dream new 
land, and stake claim the newly opened Oklahoma 
Territory. Among those men was Bushrod Sheridan, 
one-time hired hand who had, much her family’s 
disapproval, married Allegra Saunders. After years 
living the “Saunders Place” Riverview Mis- 
souri, had persuaded his wife agree leave 
Riverview and with their eleven year old daughter 
Lainey seek establish “Sheridan Place” Okla- 
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homa. Allegra meant leaving, with heavy 
heart, all that was gracious and comfortable and 
familiar. Lainey, who had inherited her father’s 
rebellious spirit, meant high adventure, though 
times she shared, lesser degree, her mother’s yearn- 
ing for the loved ones Riverview. However, Lainey’s 
eager, impressionable mind led her delight this 
wild, windswept land that was her home. 


The next few years brought many things Lainey. 
There were new friendships formed—with Arch Hamp- 
ton, blue-eyed, steady, hard-working, who was love 
Lainey with deep devotion, Annie Halfmoon, In- 
dian girl about her own age, and Jane Baker, 
Quaker woman whose single-minded adherence duty 
was influence the formation Lainey’s character. 
There was Sunny, Lainey’s new little brother whose 
coming brought first joy and then tragedy the Sheri- 
dans. After the baby’s death Allegra, filled 
urgent need leave Oklahoma, returned Riverview 
and Lainey, who was then seventeen, was left alone 
with her father. was during this interval that Lainey 
met Quirt Kearney, wandering cowhand whose atten- 
tions Lainey mistook for genuine love, and was Arch 
who prevented her from committing the folly going 
away with him. 


With her mother’s return, things seemed get back 
normal. Lainey threw herself into her work—she 
was now the teacher the little school where she had 
been pupil. And then came the day the cyclone, 
and Bushrod Sheridan was killed. 

The farm that Sheridan had taken such pride now 
had abandoned and Lainey and Allegra returned 
Riverview. Lainey, surrounded the ease and 
comfort she had known child, nevertheless felt 
torn between the old and the new. the end, Lainey 
realized that she belonged Oklahoma, 
mother having remarried, Lainey was free follow 
the dictates her heart. reconciliation with Arch 
was effected, and together they faced the future the 
land Bush Sheridan had claimed. 

Mrs. Constant has written warm, human novel about 
pioneers whose hopes were bound the opening 
territory and the admission that territory 
statehood. Her people are alive and real. The things 
that happen them are not spectacular immense, 
but the ordinary, important trifles everyday life por- 
trayed with emotional power and without sentimen- 
the whole, book that recommended 
all. 

Rose Belvedere, 


Brooklyn, New York 


Phillips, Wendell Qatabon Sheba 
Harcourt, Brace. Feb. 24, 1955. 362p. $5.00. 


This book the story archeological expedition 
the land Arabia. one reads the narrative, the 
realistic descriptions people and terrain make one 
live again the days the Queen Sheba. One 
can almost see the lengthy camel caravans and smell 
the heavy fragrance frankincense being transported 
across the mountainous trails from the mysterious East 
the majestic courts and palaces the West. 


This book written the relatively young Mr. 
Phillips and saga the trials, triumphs, and 


Phillips Toledano Kubizek 


tribulations setting and leading expedition. 
From the inception the plan, the obtaining 
financial backing, the details performance; the 
book complete detail and description. 


heartily recommended all, though students 
history and archeology are most likely derive the 
most significant 


Dr. Stephen Malaker, 

Research and Development Department, 
Daystrom Instrument, 

Archbald, Pennsylvania 


Toledano, Ralph Day Reckoning 
Holt. Mar. 24, 1955. 179p. $3.00. 

Paul Castelar, equally home boudoir, bordello, 
and battlefield, the hero this novel about Com- 
munist espionage. The author uses the novel form 
dramatize the murder Carlo Tresca, the disappear- 
ance Julia Stuart Poyntz, and the case State De- 
partment official Noel Field. Since there large 
element mystery these cases, the fictional medium 
was deemed more suitable for the story. 


The novel concerns Paul Castelar’s effort avenge the 
death his friend, Gino Rosselli, editor obscure 
anarchist weekly. the use flashbacks, Paul re- 
views his career the Spanish Republican Army, and 
his gradual disillusionment with the cynical Soviet 
exploitation the movement. 

Paul distinguishes himself newspaper reporter who 
specializes exposing Communism. But his friend 
Gino less fortunate, since possesses documents 
that lead his assassination the 
mately Paul tracks down and kills the murderer. 


This not one Ralph Toledano’s more success- 
ful works. novel suffers from smutty situations 
not relevant the theme the story. Nor does 
succeed casting much light the workings Soviet 
espionage and assassination networks. 


John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Kubizek, August The Young Hitler Knew 
Houghton, Mifflin. Mar. 10, 1955. 298p. $4.00. 
Adolph Hitler came very close being the most hated 
man the world. Such monsters usually think 
springing full-blown into adult life, where they sud- 
denly become dictators, leaders marching men, and 
hissing material local newsreel screens. The Ameri- 
can image Hitler largely combination wrought 
honest hatred, propaganda stereotypes, and the 
mimicry Charles Chaplin. This book will much 
dispel that image. 

August Kubizek knew Hitler his best friend, rather 
his only friend, when both were roughly 
years age—those disarming adolescent years when 
man decides how live. The youths were in- 
separable companions their home city Linz, and 
later roommates bug-infested Vienna slum. Kubizek 
has written those years with remarkable insight, 
and the Hitler that emerges from these pages not 
easy hate. 
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While Kubizek loved Hitler, probably even the 
nightmare 1945, makes plain was not his 
politics that loved. aspiring musician absorbed 
his art, Kubizek simply not interested politics. 
This makes easy for him dodge the central moral 
issue the book, but indispensable his role 
reporter. The result the most penetrating and ob- 
jective character study Hitler that has yet appeared. 


little Kubizek’s love for Hitler rubs off, somehow, 
partly because the universal sentiment about those 
wildly enduring friendships young manhood, but 
mainly because Kubizek has achieved something very 
rare indeed: has made the monster into human 
being. Once have that vision, Chaplin’s despicable 
Schicklgruber begins, like the old soldier, fade away. 


Here Hitler embittered and lonely, yet who gives 
without question his life Vienna care for his 
dying mother; lover art, music, and the country- 
side; man enraged social injustice and immorality; 
friend who, years later, showed Kubizek warmly 
that had not forgotten those hard, impressionable 


years 1904-8. 


Which not say that Kubizek’s Adolph jolly 
old elf. The sickly, skinny teen-age Hitler was already 
rebel: nothing stood that would not tear down 
and build anew. had fierce temper, was con- 
ceited, opinionated, argumentative. Besides the author 
had not friend the world, and Kubizek fre- 
quently suspects was chosen only agreeable 
sounding board for Hitlerian orations all the sub- 
that interested Adolph—which included every- 
thing. 


This portrait Hitler young man is, oddly enough, 
the portrait artist. arrogant student, left 
his secondary school pursue career art, first 
painter, then architect. was writ- 
ing poetry, fiction, plays: once with the help Kubizek, 
opera. His leve for music was expansive. 


But Adolph lacked the broad, human view the 
true artist, and subverted even this his preconceived 
omnivorous reader, read not learn 
but confirm what already believed. While 
professed love for the opera, worshipped Wagner 
and German composers and stopped his ears all 
others. 


Even then, Germany was Hitler’s religion. While 
Kubizek Catholic, scarcely mentions Adolph’s 
indifference his family’s traditional faith, indif- 
ference inherited from his father. Schopenhauer 
and Nietsche are mentioned casually, like the distant 
boom cannon, but was the purity German an- 
tiquity Adolph adored and intended serve. Some- 
how the nation had rescued from the Hapsburg 
and the Jews, and this insignificant Austrian pauper 
set about building his mind’s eye the Thousand Year 
Reich, which fate, never doubted, would bring him 
the power achieve. Here all its clarity was the 
madness Hitler: forging impossible and emotional 
adolescent dream into modern reality. was omelet 
that required the breaking many eggs. 


Adolph was religious fanatic, and the purity Ger- 
many filtered into his personal life. neither drank 
smoked, and was almost moral puritan. There 


Flesch 
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was Stefanie, his ideal German Woman, whom for 
years Adolph watched daily she walked with her 
mother, convinced their mutual love though 
never spoke word her all the years his friend- 
ship with Kubizek. speak her would have shat- 
tered his dreams. Germany could remade his 
mind’s image; the woman could not. 


Kubizek, who eventually became civil servant despite 
his musical talents and ambitions, lost track Hitler 
Vienna 1908, and did not meet him again until 
the Reich’s Chancellor had returned Austria 
conqueror. revealing epilogue, the author shows 
how kindly was treated the dictator, contrast 
the efforts the young Nazis anxious get their 
hands his valuable memoirs. 


This forthright book, sincere, written with the 
sensitivity artist and the ring truth. For the 
was the tyrant who Berlin bomb-shelter. 
Adolph pérhaps luckier than thought, because 
after all the rubble and the blood and the hate, there 
the world least one man like Kubizek, who ends 
his book without political overtones, simply “He was 


friend.” 
James Arnold, 
Sacramento, California 


Flesch, Rudolf Why Johnny Can’t Read 
Harper. Mar. 222p. $3.00. 


Why Johnny Can’t Read book that will cause 
many heated discussions among educators and parents 
children having reading difficulties. Its publication 
most timely, coming the crest wave pub 
crying for phonetical method learning 


One-half the book explanation how the 
whole word method teaching reading began twenty- 
five years ago from interpretation some research 
that period and supplanted the phonic approach. 
The remainder the book primer phonics for 
home use. 


Rudolf Flesch writes simply, boldly and sweepingly. 


There can uncertainity his position. 
finitely wants the exclusion the whole method 
the first grade and the substitution complete sys 
tem phonics. wants abandonment the 
word-counted, “repetitious” readers the primary 
grades and the substitution more meaningful nursery 
stories. more Dick and Jane! 


Visits two school systems and near Chicago, 
Illinois, the Argo-Summit-Bedford Park district and 
certain metropolitan Roman Catholic parochial 
have been fruitful convincing him that the systematic 
use phonics would mean the disappearance read- 
ing problems. Average children would advanced 
least one year over their present grade status and 
would read more fluently. 


While there are many extreme statements the work, 
ome documented but many not, the work will 
provocative thought. should compel reexamina- 
tion our approach the word method and possibly 
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netics the optimum time assure the beginning 
student technique word attack the unfamiliar 
word. should also warning against the adoption 
the results experimentation without extensive ap- 
plication and field verification. 

Lennon, Ph.D., 


University Scranton, 


Maugham, Somerset The Art Fiction 
Doubleday. Apr. 21, 1955. 318p. $4.50. 

Unless memory deceives, this was published previously, 
about 1948 thereabouts, and merely revised and 
“enlarged” edition the earlier publication. Just 
where the enlargement comes bit difficult pin 
down, without copy the earlier edition hand. 
But re-reading the “introduction ten novels and 
their authors” still sounds good deal like printing, 
rather indiscriminate, several Mr. Maugham’s 
prepared lectures for literary societies the suburban 
circuits. After these many years, writer prolific 
Mr. Maugham has been may permitted some 
pot-boiling and rewarming old casseroles, and for 
the unwary unread, these meandering and maunder- 
ing combinations biography and comment may 
very savory reading. Moreover, Mr. Maugham has some 
sensible things say about the fine art novel read- 
ing and writing; but also some very callow comments 
about philosophy, particularly moral philosophy, which 
should surprise any those who have read 
his works. story teller, Mr. Maugham indeed 
sophisticated infant. This may curmudgeonly 
me, but not admire appreciate this colection 
comments Tom Jones, Pride and Prejudice, Moby 
Dick, War and Peace, The Brothers Karamazov, 
Wuthering Heights, Madame Bovary, Pere Goriot, 
Rouge Noir, and David Copperfield. Others, who 
have not read the books themselves, may find these 


son gout. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Pocket Print 


Last month gave belated report the Doubleday 
Image Books, series popular reprints religious 
works directed principally Catholic readers but 
proven popularity readers all faiths. Now, and 
again belatedly, would like call attention an- 
other series paper-bound books also published 
Doubleday under the colophon Anchor Books, which 
should, believe, brought the attention all 
but particularly teachers who are looking 
for inexpensive copies outstanding works various 
literary and art Many these excellent re- 
prints—and some which are printed for the first time 
this themselves possible texts 
for college courses, e.g., drama, supplementary 
texts for courses education, art appreciation, litera- 
ture. The following are only some the fifty titles 
currently available this attractive series: 

Jacques Barzun’s Teacher America, (A-25, $0.85; 
highly recommended teachers, parents, students 
and all others interested healthy, eminently prac- 


Maugham Pocket Print 


tical discussion American education authority 
the subject who makes some very sound observa- 
tions and recommendations. Mozart, The Man and 
His Works, Turner, (A-24, $0.95; should 
prove worth every reader’s attention preparation 
for the Mozart bicentennial coming 1956; 
well-written from every standpoint and not too tech- 
nical for the average reader music-devotee, but ad- 
mirably presents Mozart’s biography and running 
history his amazingly prolific creative work. Mark 
van Doren’s Shakespeare, (A-11, $0.85; I), would 
handy introductory volume study Shakespeare’s 
plays; summarizes each the plays with interesting 
comment that not too academic prolix and which 
will seem jejune and oversimplified scholars, but 
aimed not scholars but the average reader even 
the beginner Shakespeare. The Idea Theater 
Francis Fergusson, (A-4, $0.75; I), would admir- 
ably suited college course drama; the author 
discusses the tragedy Sophocles, Racine, Wagner, 
Shakespeare, and the modern “theatricality” exempli- 
fied Ibsen, Checkhov, Shaw, Pirandello, and the 
recent attempts revive “Poetic drama.” 
Kitto’s Greek Tragedy, (A-38, $1.25; serious 
literary study the Greek tragedians and scholar- 
level, and illuminating supplementary text for 
students the drama. Eric Bentley edits two volumes 
The Modern Theater, each volume containing five 
modern plays not readily available otherwise, (A-38b, 
each $0.95; IIa); volume contains Buchner’s “Woy- 
“Woman Paris,” Brecht’s “Three-Penny Opera” 
and Giraudoux’ “Electra.” Volume contains 
Musset’s Ostrovsky’s “Diary Scoun- 
drel,” Schnitzler’s “La Ronde,” Yeats’ “Purgatory” and 
Brecht’s Courage.’ All the plays are for 
the advanced student. Bernard Berensons Aesthetics 
and History, (A-36, $1.00; more valuable for 
comment art than valid philosophy aesthe- 
tics, but continually stimulating interesting. 
Otto Jespersen’s Growth and Structure the English 
Language, (A-46, $0.95; I), fine have reprint 
this attractive price and recommends itself for adop- 
tion college text Freshman English classes. 


the new Dell “First Editions” Nice Guys Finish 
Last Robert Kyle, (#51, $0.25; IIb) deals with fixes 
and fast women the stables and paddocks the 
harness-racing racket and there scarcely really 
honest decent character the whole cast; Fort Sun 
Dance Manly Wade Welcome (#52, $0.25; IIa) 
builds romantic dilemma slim bit history con- 
cerning the Sioux siege outpost named Fort Sun- 
Dance the Sun-Dance River toward the end the 
Indian Wars; and Foreman’s Woman the 
Avalon, (#57, $0.25; IIa), only so-so story sheriff- 
shooting the New Mexico territory. 
Book Modern Diet and Nutrition Doctors Hen- 
rietta Fleck and Elizabeth Munves, New York Uni- 
versity, safe and sane approach the whole ques- 
tion eating and feeding, made doubly valuable 
thorugh index, bibliography and well-arranged tables, 
(#53, $0.35; I). 


the Dell reprints, like best Tom Meany’s Base- 
ball’s Greatest Players, (#839, $0.25; I), which gives 
Grover Alexander, Campanella, 


Cobb, Eddie Collins, Dizzy Dean, Joe DiMaggio, Jimmy 
Foxx, Lou Gehrig, Bob Feller, Lefty Grove, Roger 
Hornsby, Hubbell, Johnson, Lajoie, Mathewson, Musial, 
Robinson, Ruth, Sisler, Speaker, Waddell, Honus Wag- 
ner, Walsh, Williams and Young; and William March’s 
successful chiller about very bad little girl named 
Rhoda Penmark who has genius for murder, The 
Bad Seed, (#847, $0.25; you will not take seri- 
ously the suggestion that the little demon what she 
because heredity alone. Turner tells 
hard-hitting tale the Idaho gold rush days The 
Proud Diggers, (#844, $0.25; which western fans 
will find enjoyable; and they will also prefer Tom 
Roan’s Wyoming Gun, (#849, $0.25; IIa), rousing 
sample the old rustling-on-the-range theme, with 
stand-and-shoot feud between hero Jesse Falcon and 
badman Jackson. 

For mystery fans, Patrick Quentin turns out another 
Peter Duluth adventure that begins Yucatan’s Chi- 
chenitza ruins and travels Mexico City and New 
Orleans before the bafflement undone, titled Run 
Death, (Dell #851, $0.25; and George Bagby 
represented Give the Little Corpse Big Hand, 
(#848, $0.25; which Inspector Schmitt chases 
down the murderer night-club “danseuse” the 
purlieux Times Square. Add John Campbell’ 
Jr.’s collection short stories under the title Who Goes 
There?, (Dell #150, $0.35; IIa), which also includes 
this “master’s” “Blindness” and “The Story Aesir,” 
and are all well done. 


Ballantine Books, which publishes originals, 
prints, but which included here for its paper-bound 
editions, has added collection stories based 
speculations possible changes our world—some 
serious, some humorous, some horrifying, some point- 
less—but well done enough suitable for adult 
readers; All Possible Worlds, William Tenn, 
(#99, $0.35; Also, the American edition Paul 
Brickhill’s The Dam Busters, (#101, $0.35; I), which 
fine account the activities and organization 
RAF Squadron 617, charged with the bombing the 
Moehne, Eder and Sorpe dams the Ruhr, during 
World War II, and with such other special targets 
later Peenemunde and the Pas-de-Calais V-I sites. 
heroic story and well and accurately told. 
David Duncan’s Beyond Eden, (#102, $0.35; IIb), 
story interference government officials and legis- 
lators public project which happens find the 
correct combination matter produce life. 
not too well done, for credibility interest, but may 
suitable for adults. 


Pocket Print 
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The timing reprint Evan Hunter’s The Black- 
board Jungle, (Pocketbooks, C-187, $0.35; seems 
well co-ordinated with the release the controversial 
film based the original book and dealing with the 
social problem teen-age delinquency the voca- 
tional high schools large cities. the story 
Rick Dadier, whose first teaching job the English 
department such school the Bronx (N. 
Rick prepared for sullen acquiescence education 
the students’ part, but not for the open hostility 
finds the complete lack discipline, the total psychic 
stagnation and the actual physical danger involved 
teaching. The story centers around his relations with 
one class where finally achieves rapport with Miller, 
who had led all opposition hitherto; but only after 
attempted knifing another student. Included are 
incidents where Rick prevents the raping teacher 
student, brutal beating administered students 
Rick and another teacher, his success Christmas 
play and his ability finally teach people within the 
frame the English curriculum. The book succeeds 
baring very nasty problem and delineating some 
its phases, but does not any extent concern itself 
with causes and possible remedies; rendered highly 
objectionable Lois Hammond’s attempts seduce 
Rick, the character Allan Manners who con- 
stantly harps sex and the inclusion vulgar and 
obscene language large amounts. There may 
some value this book novel, but definitely 
should restricted mature and discriminating adult 
readers. 


Fifteen science fiction stories various exponents 
this genre, including Bradburg, Brown, Heinlein, Lein- 
ster, Boucher and other established names edited 
Graff Conklin under the title Science Fiction Terror 
Tales, (Pocketbooks, #1045, $0.25; IIb); all are highly 
variant treatments and belong equally the horror 
category; the subject matter many cases altogether 
unsuitable. Ellery Queen’s The Scarlet Letters, (Pocket- 
books, #1049, $0.25; IIb), double-double cross 
faked triangle case ending murder. Typical Queen 
style with lots allusions. Suitable for adults. James 
MacConnaughy’s Three for the Money, (#1005, $0.25; 
IIa), the other hand good suspense story 
innocent man accused murder and eluding arrest 
until can prove his innocence finding the real 
murderer. Too Dead Run, Jason Manor, 
rather hard-boiled account series murders com- 
mitted crime syndicate control election; the 
plot thin with large gobs brutal action laid 
hide its weaknesses, (Permabook, #M-3002, $0.25; IIb). 
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